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LEWIS AND CLARK RESEARCHERS TO SPEAK AT UM 
MISSOULA—
A unique opportunity to catch a glimpse of two renowned collections of Lewis and Clark 
artifacts will be offered in July at The University of Montana.
“Artifacts of the Lewis and Clark Expedition” will be presented by renowned Lewis and 
Clark researchers Castle McLaughlin and Carolyn Gilman at 7 p.m. Friday, July 7, in the 
Montana Theatre, located in UM ’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
The event is free and open to the public.
McLaughlin is associate curator of North American Ethnography at Harvard University’s 
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnography and author of “Arts of Diplomacy: Lewis 
and Clark’s Indian Collection.”
Gilman is special projects historian at the Missouri Historical Society and curator of 
“Lewis and Clark: The National Bicentennial Expedition.”
The two researchers will present slides and discuss the significance of the highlights of 
their collections.
In 1997, McLaughlin undertook groundbreaking research into the Peabody Museum’s 
collection of Lewis and Clark artifacts, separating objects that actually came from the expedition
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from those that were simply from the general period. She concluded that these ethnographic 
items represented diplomatic gifts.
“These are gestures, not just objects,” McLaughlin said. “The items that Indian people 
selected to give the expedition tell the stories of nations, clans, societies and individuals.”
The items were sent to Jefferson, she said, so that he would remember their people and 
treat them with equal generosity -  nation to nation.
McLaughlin’s research overlapped with Gilman’s efforts to pull together an inventory of 
all the artifacts that accompanied Lewis and Clark.
Gilman set out in 1997 to identify and document all the existing expedition-related 
artifacts. The search took her across the country, and she was able to conclusively identify 50 
artifacts, including 12 from the Missouri Historical Society.
Gilman’s research led to “Lewis and Clark: The National Bicentennial Exhibition” and 
the accompanying catalog, “Lewis and Clark: Across the Divide.”
In the final chapter of the catalog, Gilman explains why authenticating objects has been 
so difficult: “The captains were more careful with their scientific specimens and Native 
American souvenirs, sending them to the leading museums of the day for research. But over time, 
the institutions folded, merged, went up in flames; the artifacts were lost, mislabeled, sold.”
The July 7 event is sponsored by the Montana Museum of Art and Culture in partnership 
with the Great Falls Portage Chapter and the Rockies Bicentennial Festival and is held in 
conjunction with the museum’s current exhibition, “Landscapes along the Lewis and Clark 
Trail,” which will be displayed through Saturday, Aug. 19.
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The exhibition features paintings from the museum’s Permanent Collection and includes 
works by E.S. Paxson, Ralph DeCamp, Joseph Henry Sharp, William Standing and many more 
artists. The museum, which is located in the PAR/TV Center, will be open from 6 to 9 p.m. on 
July 7. Museum regular summer hours are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday.
For more information about the presentation or the Montana Museum of Art and Culture 
exhibition, call 406-243-2019, e-mail museum@umontana.edu or visit 
http://www.umt.edu/montanamuseum.
###
Note to media: Digital images of select artwork included in “Landscapes along the Lewis and 
Clark Trail” are available on request. Please contact Karen Rice, coordinator of programs and 
publications, Montana Museum of Art and Culture, 406-243-2019 or e-mail 
karen.rice@mso.umt.edu.
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